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Thanks to everyone that attended the Georgia Leadership Training it was a huge success and we 
have a lot of recommendations for next year. 
 
Credit Card Transactions with HQ: The Council of Administration met on August 16, 2019 and 
voted to charge a 3% fee with a $2 minimum on all credit/debit cards purchases beginning 
immediately. This fee will help the Department reduce some of the charges incurred from the 
credit card company. 
 
Commander's Book: The Program Book that was given out at GLT has a few errors (dates, 
phone numbers, etc.…) For the most up to date copy please see our website vfwga.com. 
 
Membership Round-Up 2019-2020 is underway and will continue each weekend until 
September 22nd. Each Post can prepare by letting your membership know, invite them to come 
out. Set up a recruiting table just like you would when recruiting out in your community. Wear 
your covers and VFW shirts. Engage with people, communicate and enjoy meeting people in 
your community. Remaining schedule is: 

Weekend of September 13-15: 
 District 3 Posts: 5080, 12180 
 District 5 Posts: 658, 5448, 6542, 8480, 9709 
 District 6 Posts: 6126, 9998 
 District 7 Posts: 660, 2588, 4092, 4392, 4583, 6602, 7331, 7357, 7764, 8379 
 District 8 Posts: 1177, 2785, 4830, 4904, 4995, 5659, 5743, 6046, 8433 
Weekend of September 20-22 
 District 7 Posts: 4382, 4625, 5976, 8385, 9560  
 District 8 Posts: 4742, 4784, 5250, 5978 

If you have questions, please contact your District Commander  
 
Meeting Dates for 2019-20: 
OCT 17-20 Southern Conference - Baton Rouge, LA 
OCT 25-27 Fall Conference/Commander's Homecoming  - Macon Marriott City Center 
FEB 14-16 Mid-Winter Conference/Awards Banquet - Macon Marriott City Center 
JUN 25-28 State Convention - Macon Marriott City Center 
 
Homecoming/Fall Conference: Will be the weekend of October 25 - 27, 2019 at the Macon 
Marriott City Center, 240 Coliseum Dr, Macon. Rates for rooms are $94 + 14% tax. Call 888-236-
2427 for reservations. (All rooms are non-smoking.) When making reservations, please make sure 
to inform them that you are with the VFW. Registration forms are on our website (vfwga.com) 
which need to be completed and returned to VFW Department of Georgia, PO Box 3025, Macon 



GA 31205 or emailed to admin@vfwga.com along with your payment. Please note the Banquet is 
Pre-Pay only. Deadline for hotel registration is October 3, 2019. Please call early; rooms go fast. 
 
All Council members and Chairmen are requested to be in attendance and make their reports at 
that time. Anyone not able to attend the meeting must forward a copy of their report to the State 
Adjutant at least five (5) days prior to the meeting for reading at the CoA meeting. NOTE: A written 
report will be turned in to the Chief of Staff at the CoA regardless of whether it is emailed to the 
State Adjutant. Please make sure you notify this office if you wish to be excused and who will be 
replacing you at the meeting. 
 
A Day to Change Direction: On September 14, 2019, the VFW and Give an Hour, the lead 
organization for The Campaign to Change Direction, are teaming up for the Fourth Annual A Day 
to Change Direction, a national day of service and action to change the dialogue on mental health 
for veterans and their communities. 
VFW Posts are encouraged to host events that will educate your community about the Five Signs 
of Emotional Suffering and the Healthy Habits of Emotional Well-being. You can choose from a 
number of events to do. For example you can host a screening of the documentary Into the Light 
followed by a group discussion or host your own discussion about mental health or you can 
participate in or host a community service event. 
Collectively, we believe in gathering together veterans and their families, community members, 
and clinicians to connect in a positive environment. Furthermore, we want to use this as an 
opportunity to encourage everyone to pay attention to their emotional well-being as well as the 
emotional well-being of others. 
Learn more: https://www.changedirection.org/day-to-change-direction/ 
 
Kudzu Membership Weekend - September 28-29: What's the fastest growing thing in the 
South? Kudzu. And we want our membership to grow like kudzu so we are hosting the 2019 Kudzu 
Membership weekend the weekend of September 28-29. We want EVERY Post in Georgia to be 
recruiting on this weekend. Whether you are at a festival, distributing Buddy Poppies, or set up 
somewhere in your community. Get out of the Post and go recruit. Every Post who puts a picture 
on Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) that weekend, with the hashtag #VFWKudzu2019 
will be entered in a drawing for a VFW Store gift certificate. 
 
SportClips Salute - September 15-21: As you know, the Help A Hero program started when 
Sport Clips first worked with the VFW to provide phone calls home for deployed and hospitalized 
service members and veterans in 2007. When the drawdown in troops began a few years later, the 
partnership transitioned in 2014 to become the VFW’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship” 
program. To date, more than 1,450 student veterans have received scholarships totaling more 
than $6.5 million to enable them to continue in their higher education programs. 
This year, we’d like to show our gratitude for Sport Clips’ continued support and dedication toward 
America’s heroes with #SportClipsSalute Appreciation Week! 
Please visit your local Sport Clips the week of September 15-21 and get a haircut or purchase 
some hair products. But don’t stop there – say “thank you” to the Sport Clips managers and team 
members! It’s because of their efforts that we’re able to provide service members and veterans 
vital support when they need it.  
Proudly wear your VFW apparel for your visit, leave your business cards, present this appreciation 
letter we’ve prepared for you, and let Sport Clips management know the VFW is there to support 
their store, just as they have supported our Help A Hero program. You can even help spread the 
word about this event by downloading the promotional toolkit we’ve created.  



As an extra incentive to participate, the VFW Foundation will hold a drawing to award 10 VFW 
Posts and Auxiliaries with a $1,000 Community Support Grant. VFW Posts and Auxiliaries can 
qualify in one of two ways: 

1. Submit copies of Sport Clips receipts dated during the contest time period.  
2. Submit screen shots of your social media posts which must include a photo of 

VFW/Auxiliary members in a Sport Clips store and include the #SportClipsSalute hashtag 
and your Post number. 

Entries must be submitted to foundation@vfw.org and received during the contest period, Sept. 
15-21, 2019. Each entry will be included in the prize drawing, and each Post/Auxiliary that is drawn 
will receive a $1,000 VFW Foundation Community Support Grant to be used for a community 
service project of their choice. Enter early and enter often! The more entries you have, the better 
your chances to win. 
 
Georgia National Fair: October 3 – 13, 2019 in Perry, GA. We have a booth for a statewide 
recruiting event. Recruiters needed!  
 

 
 
News: 
Non-VA Emergency Care Claims Inappropriately Denied and Rejected 
08/06/2019 12:00 PM EDT 
In response to a congressional request, the VA Office of Inspector General (OIG) conducted this 
audit to determine whether processors of non-VA emergency care claims inappropriately denied 
or rejected the claims, and, if so, whether the cause was pressure to meet production standards. 
The OIG conducted an accuracy review of claims for emergency medical care obtained outside VA 
and found that 31 percent of denied or rejected non-VA emergency care claims—with an 
estimated billed amount of $716 million—were inappropriately processed from April 1 through 
September 30, 2017, creating the risk of undue financial burden to an estimated 60,800 veterans. 
The review revealed that some of those denied and rejected claims should have been approved. 
The OIG estimated from its sample that about 17,400 veterans—with related bills totaling 
approximately $53.3 million—were negatively affected. The remaining processing errors still 



created a risk that the claimants did not receive complete and accurate information regarding why 
their claim was not approved, and therefore could not effectively respond with necessary 
information to obtain claim approval and payment. The OIG concluded there was a significant risk 
that some of the errors identified in this audit resulted from pressure to meet production targets, 
insufficient quality assurance of claims processing accuracy, and incentives associated with 
meeting production targets. The OIG made 11 recommendations to improve the accuracy of non-
VA emergency claims processing that included addressing the culture of prioritizing claims 
productivity over accuracy, improving performance evaluation standards and review processes, 
tying incentives to all performance standards rather than just production quantity, reevaluating 
inappropriately processed claims, and improving internal and external communication about 
claim status. 
 

 
Atlanta Gladiators Hometown Hero Program: The Atlanta Gladiators Professional Hockey Team 
is looking for nominations for our Hometown Hero program. We try to recognize and honor 
military service members with ties to the local community (metro Atlanta) during a special 
ceremony at each home game. The honoree and members of his/her immediate family are 
provided complimentary admission and featured on the video boards while we introduce them to 
the crowd during the game.  
The following counties are eligible for nomination:  
Fulton, DeKalb, Clayton, Gwinnett, Cobb, Cherokee, Henry, Hall, Forsyth, Rockdale, Paulding, 
Douglas, Bartow, Jasper, Coweta, Carroll, Fayette, Pickens, Newton, Lamar, Walton, Spalding, 
Morgan, Butts, Meriwether, Dawson, Haralson, Newton, Pike, Heard, Barrow. 
If you have individuals you would like to nominate for this program, please click here to submit 
the information. There is no limit to the number of nominations you can submit. Questions can 
be directed to Amira Davis 770-497-5110 
 

VA Telehealth / Telemedicine Information: AARP Georgia and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) are hosting an informational session on how the VA is using telehealth and 
telemedicine to help our nation’s veterans receive the care they need. At this session, you will hear 
about, and see live demonstrations of, new technologies offered through the VA to ensure 
veterans get the right care in the right place at the right time, often without leaving your home.  
September 26, 2019 10:00am - 2:00pm. Lunch will be provided. RSVP Required: call 877-926-8300 
or https://aarp.cvent.com/2019VATelehealthForum 
Jill Hinds 
     
Veterans Experience Action Center - Find out where other VEAC's are planned, as well as other VA 
outreach events at: https://www.va.gov/outreach-and-events/events/ Despite the record heat on 
July 19 and 20 in Davenport, Iowa, more than 600 Veterans and their family members attended 
the Quad Cities Veterans Experience Action Center (VEAC) at St. Ambrose University. The event 
was held to bring together community service providers, Veteran service organizations, and other 
government partners to provide services, resources and information directly to Veterans and those 
currently serving. https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/63534/how-one-community-came-
together-to-deliver-the-information-and-resources-veterans-need/ 
Healthy breakfast recipe and walkthrough eggs, bread, oatmeal, and fruit cocktail - VA Provides 
Free Recipes and Cookbooks for Veterans Ingredients 3 large eggs Bunch of green onions 2 slices 
of wheat bread 1 cup of oatmeal, not instant oatmeal 1 cup of fruit.   



 
Veterans Crisis Info: If you are in crisis and need immediate help, please call 1-800-273-8255 and 
(PRESS 1) or visit http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/. 
Please remember the only secure way to ask personal questions is at https://iris.custhelp.com. 
Explore VA benefits at explore.va.gov. 
 
 
Official:       By Command of: 

 

    
MICHAEL J O'STEEN      JEFF CARROLL 
Adjutant/Quartermaster     Commander 
 
  



REPORTS & NOTES: 

Commander's Message: Thank-you to everyone who made it to Georgia Leadership Training 
(GLT). The turn-out was amazing. Except where I messed up the video, I think things progressed 
nicely. We are going to look for other opportunities to do training as the year progresses. 
Hopefully you are planning your upcoming events whether it is POW/MIA Recognition Day 
(September 20th) or the Air Force Birthday (September 18th.) October will be here before you know 
it. You saw the Kudzu Membership Weekend above, and I hope every Post is out in the community 
doing something that weekend.  

#StayVFWActive - This will be the official hashtag for this VFW year. Please use it on all of your 
VFW related, community-based activities. Need help getting on social media, ask your kids, 
grandkids, spouse or friends to take a picture when you are doing something VFW and to add 
that hashtag. We will feature these pictures at Department meetings throughout the year!   

 
Homeless Veterans – Veda Brooks: Our vision for the VFW Georgia Homeless committee is for 
us to support transitioning homeless veterans by leveraging community resources through 
partnerships, volunteers, and donors. Our current priority is to obtain a warehouse to store 
donated furniture, clothing and household goods. Our previous warehouse space was lost when 
the donor sold the building. If you know of a place that is willing to donate space for this mission 
it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact the VFW State Adjutant prior to signing any 
documents or entering into any long-term agreements as a VFW representative.  
 
Legislative – State Rep. Drew Keenen:  If you know of a "Town Hall Meeting" or event being 
held in your area involving your State Legislator, please let the Department or myself know so we 
can arrange to have V.F.W. members attend.  The more voices that are there, the louder our 
message will be. 
There are many grant opportunities available from Foundations like "The Home Depot 
Foundation" and "The Walmart Foundation" among others. Please contact me for more 
information. 
 
VET-FEST 2019 

FREE EVENT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!     BRING A VETERAN WITH YOU! 
Vet-Fest, Inc. and Visions Outreach, Inc., are Atlanta based non-profit organizations that serve 
veterans and their families with initiatives for mental health.  



Featuring a health fair, vendors, kiddie land, center-stage live entertainment and veterans and 
community service awards. 
Visionary, Leonard Morgan states: “It is our pleasure to continue to serve our veterans and their 
families with services that stimulate their health and economic stability, you don’t want to miss 
this year’s event”. 
VENDOR SPOTS AVAILABLE! If you are a Veterans Owned Business, Veterans Service Organization 
(VSO) or if your Business would be interested as an exhibitor, reserve your vendor spot today!!!   
We are seeking corporate and community sponsors; packages are available upon request we 
appreciate your support to assist us with our initiatives.  
 

State Website (vfwga.com) - You can always find the latest forms and information on our 
Department website. Go to vfwga.com. 

 
 



Deceased Roll Call 
VFW Department of Georgia 

July 1 - August 26, 2019 
Please remember our comrades and their families. May they rest in peace. 

 
665 Columbus 
 BIEBER, Arthur P 
 GOON, Ng Jam 
2667 Newnan 
 WYLIE, Robert M 
2681 Marietta 
 ELLINGTON, Calvin S 
2785 Albany 
 RODRIGUEZ, Pedro L 
4180 Snellville 
 SUGGS, Virgil R 
 WILLIAMS, Eugene 
4392 Thunderbolt 
 PAULSON, Jerry A 
 PULLIAM, Jerry B 
4625 Alma 
 LEE, Cecil 
4706 Decatur 
 STURM, Richard 
4911 Rome 
 BOWEN, J W 
5255 Lawrenceville 
 LANGLEY, Bill S 
 REDDY, James P 
5290 Conyers 
 PATTERSON, Raymond E 
5376 Calhoun 
 HOBGOOD, John K 
5456 Elberton 
 BONDS, Alton W 
 BONDS, Wayne 
5659 Quitman 
 JARVIN, Ralph C 
 MCCORD, A P, Jr 
 STANFORD, M C 
 WILLIAMS, Grady W 
5899 Washington 
 HOPKINS, Charles H 
 WHITEHEAD, Claude, Jr  
5976 Douglas 
 HOLTON, Denton E 
5978 Nashville 
 CONNELL, Ellis W 
 COUSART, Alexander E 
 LUKE, V 
 RICE, Reva L 

SELLIE, Arnold H 

5978 Nashville (continued) 
 SMITH, Larry E 
 SWANN, Rodger W 
 WEBB, Richard L, Sr 
6077 Hawkinsville 
 MATHIS, Alvin, Jr 
6330 Jonesboro 
 BOWSER, Michael H 
6447 Thomaston 
 DAWKINS, J F 
6542 Barnesville 
 GILLENWATER, Charles F 

LONG, Ronald D 
6602 Hinesville 
 GRAHAM, Ernest 
6605 Warner Robins 
 GAMBILL, Jesse I 
7394 Blairsville 
 LAWRENCE, Marion E 
8379 Glennville 
 ASHFORD, Sylvester 
8385 Kings Bay 
 SHEPPO, Nelson L, Jr 
8452 Gainesville 
 ANDERSON, E T, Jr 
9143 Cumming 
 NOLAN, D C 
9998 Warner Robins 
 SCOTT, Walter B 
 STEVENS, Isaac, Jr 
10558 Cataula 
 DAVISON, James T, Jr 
 HOOKS, Alvin 
 MCCORMICK, Wallace L 
10822 Dunwoody-Sandy Springs 
 SAFFFOLD, Thomas N 
12002 North Fulton 
 BURKHARDT, Donald O 
 TALLEY, Douglass B 
15011 At Large 
 ANTONIDES, John R 
 BOLD, Louie E 
 GIBBS, Bobby 
 ROGERS, Charles R 
 STONESTREET, Thomas A 



Fall Conference    October 25 - 27, 

2019 

Department of Georgia  

VFW & Auxiliary 

Commander Jeff Carroll and 
President Dawn Lemay’s 

Homecoming 
 

 

 

        Macon Marriott City Center 
     240 Coliseum Drive, Macon, GA 31217 

 

             Phone: 1-888-236-2427 Only 
        Make Room Reservations Immediately 

         
                    

 
 

  

 

 

Attn: Please fill out a Fall Conference “Registration Form” 
and pay ahead of time to avoid waiting in long lines. 

On Site Registration $20 

Must Pre-Register AND 
Pay for Banquet Ticket 

Pre-Registration $15 

Pre-Banquet  $35 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Homecoming Celebration 
 

Commander Jeff Carroll & President Dawn Lemay 
 

October 26, 2019 @ Macon Marriott City Center 
Cash Bar 5:00 pm / Dinner 6:00 pm 

DJ and Dancing to Follow Dinner 
 

Men –  Denim jeans, coat and tie (bowtie or bolo tie)  
  Western Boots and hats acceptable not required. 
Ladies –  Dresses, Denim jeans, Western boots and hats acceptable   
  but not required. 
 

  Have fun with it!! There will be recognition and prizes. 
 


