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Preface 
Chapter 4 focus is two-fold and centers around the History of the Veterans of Foreign Wars since 
our founding in 1899 and the VFW Brand, “The Cross of Malta”.  This is important because as we 
seek to recruit new members they invariably ask “What’s is the VFW going to do for me”? The 
answer is in this chapter, it has already been done.  Our Legislative victories and our Community 
achievements, both critical to our mission are identified from our very beginning.  
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Chapter 4 Week One of Ten 

About Our Rich History 
 

Topic Tuesday.  In our first three chapters of this series, a weekly schedule served as a 
way of presenting the subject.  We have chosen to alter the format of the first eight weeks of 
Chapter 4 to present it in segments covering twenty-year periods.  As you would imagine since 
our founding in 1899 there has been much accomplished in the arena of advocacy by dedicated 
and committed members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars who seek to fulfill our purpose.  

 

We begin by defining the term history as it relates to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States and the Cross of Malta. Following the definition of history, we take a more in-
depth review of what has been accomplished. And I believe you will be amazed at the number of 
Legislative Victories we have achieved. These victories result in creating our Community 
Achievements impacting the quality of life in the veteran community.  All this is done because 
we stand steadfast in meeting the purpose of our organization. 
 

Wednesday Defined. History as defined is a noun and is the study of past events, 
particularly in human affairs; the whole series of past events connected with someone or 
something; a continuous, typically chronological, record of important or public events or of a 
particular trend or institution. 

 

Thursday Motivational and Inspirational quotes. Regarding VFW history it is intended to fill 
you with resolve in moving our organization forward continuing our purpose.  We have what we 
have because of the commitment and efforts of those who have gone before us.  Without the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars who would represent us in the Halls of Congress? 
 

Friday. Remember Everyone Deployed continues to play a critical element in our 
membership because that is the single most significant requirement in our eligibility. So, as you 
think about the legislative victory and community achievements, consider the impact they have 
made on your life and the lives of your families 
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Saturday. Membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The same can be said of the 
legislative victories and community achievements and the impact they have made on our 
membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Our purpose is repeated here for we are who we 
are because of what we have become.  And, that is the finest Veteran Service Organization 
dedicated to the combat veteran, their surviving spouse and orphaned children and advocating 
our government to ensure they receive the care promised for their service. 
 

We conclude the week’s information suggesting that you begin next week with a check up 
from the neck up. In Chapter 3 there was a discussion about “Attitude and Ability”. As new 
members and emerging leaders you will be presented opportunities to impact posts, districts, 
and departments. When it comes to selecting leadership, we must not confuse attitude with 
ability.  

 

Attitude is about confidence. Ability is about competence. I could tell you that I am going 
to be the best center in NBA. But at my height you know no matter how confident (cheerful 
outlook) I have, it is not going to happen. You see I do not have the ability, that is, I do not have 
the competence. Yes, I have the right attitude/desire, but I do not have the ability.  

 

While my attitude could raise my performance slightly, it would never raise my ability to 
the level required of an NBA center. Take note - - Attitude is confidence, Ability is  competence. 
This statement is so important I am repeating it. Take note Attitude is confidence, Ability is 
competence. Do not confuse the two. One is emotion the other is fact. Choose only those who 
have the attitude and the ability to lead volunteers.   

Chapter 4    

Week 2 A Look Back   

VFW at a Glance. The VFW is a nonprofit veterans service organization comprised of 
eligible veterans and military service members from the active, Guard and Reserve forces. The 
VFW and its Auxiliary are dedicated to veteran's service, legislative advocacy, and military and 
community service programs 
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Origins 
In 1899, the American Veterans of Foreign Service (Columbus, Ohio) and the National 

Society of the Army of the Philippines (Denver, Colorado) were organized to secure rights and 
benefits for veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippines War (1899-1902). 
These two organizations merged in 1914, creating the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States. The VFW was chartered by Congress in 1936. 
 

Membership Eligibility 
Citizens or nationals of the United States serving honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces in a  

foreign war or overseas operation recognized by a campaign medal, in Korea after June 30,  
1949, and recipients of hostile-fire or imminent danger pay. Veterans of World War II, Korea,  
Vietnam, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, Persian Gulf, Somalia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq and 
other smaller expeditionary campaigns, as well as occupation duty, qualify. 
 

Partner Organization 
A national volunteer service organization, the Auxiliary of the VFW was founded in 1914 

and is the backbone of many local VFW volunteer efforts. 
 

Membership Size 
More than 1.5 million VFW and Auxiliary members in all 50 states, and many foreign 

territories. (as of 2022) 
 

Chapter 4 Week 3  Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 1899 - 1919 
 

In the first 20 years of existence the impact of our advocacy efforts is realized in the passage of 
three key pieces of legislation.  
 

1918  War Risk Insurance Act Amendments  
           Vocational Rehabilitation Act (P.L. 178) and  
1919 Census Act Rider on Veterans Preference Discharge Allowance 
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Chapter 4 Week 4  Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 1920 – 1939 
 
Legislative Victories 
 
1920 Widows and Orphans Pension Act (Spanish-America War) 
1921 Veterans Bureau Act 
1923 Veterans Preference Point System 
1924 House Committee on Veterans' Affairs World War Adjusted Compensation Act 
1925 Senate Subcommittee on Veterans' Affairs 
1926 Spanish-American War Benefits New Johnson Act (WWI benefits) 
1930 Veterans Administration (VA) World War Service Disability Pension Act (P.L.522) 
1931 Bacharach Amendment (P.L.743) allows borrowing on WWI bonus certificates 
1933 Wagner-Peyser Act: Veterans Employment Service 
1934 Pension for widows of WWI vets 
1936 VFW congressional charter signed by President Roosevelt Bonus bonds ($2.4 billion) to 
WWI vets redeemable 
1938 Armistice Day (Nov 11) legal holiday 
 
Community Achievements 
 
1922 "Buddy" Poppy program began 
1923 Entered the war on drugs by printing a resolution calling for an international conference 
1927 Provided $10,000 to Mississippi Valley flood victims 
1930 First VFW scholarship award ($300) goes to a Boy Scout 
1936 Boy Scout-VFW plan of cooperation was signed 
1938 Supported the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
 
 

 
123 
 



Thursday, Week 4 of Chapter 4 and motivational and inspirational quotes concerning advocacy 
and community involvement. 
 

While there are hundreds of quotes on advocacy and community involvement, I have 
chosen these four because they speak, in my opinion, to the core of our purpose. It is for this 
reason I encourage each of our members to adapt the mantra "Believe In What You Do - Do 
What You Believe In" when it comes to interacting with our national legislators. Hold them 
accountable to match their actions to their promises. 

 
“I learned a long time ago the wisest thing I can do is be on my own side, be an advocate for 
myself and others like me.”- Maya Angelou.  
 
“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world.”- Harriet 
Tubman.  
 
"Advocacy groups and voters are not wrong to push candidates to declare their position clearly 
on policy issues. That is good citizenship. Hard questions should be asked of every candidate, 
every politician. And those public servants should be prepared to answer, but in their own 
words.”- Mark McKinnon.  
 
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”- Mahatma Gandhi.  
 
Friday, Week 4 Remember Everyone Deployed 
The four quotes above relate to advocacy and community involvement. Without efforts by those 
who advocate on behalf of our member's we would not have secured the benefits we currently 
enjoy. The fight will always be to maintain those benefits. 
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It was from deployment that these benefits became earned entitlements. That is to say if 
you received compensation resulting from a service connection during that deployment you 
earned the entitlement to which you receive payment. The compensation for a service-
connected injury is not a benefit, it is due you and or your surviving spouse and orphans.  

 

Saturday, Week 4 the impact of the Veterans of Foreign Wars during the period 1920 to 
1939.  The efforts those early days of our organization were understandably on legislative 
advocacy. But our founders had the foresight to realize that relationships within our 
communities would be the key to building for the future.  

 

Community Achievements 
1922 "Buddy" Poppy program began 
1923 Entered the war on drugs by printing a resolution calling for an international  
conference 
1927 Provided $10,000 to Mississippi Valley flood victims 
1930 First VFW scholarship award ($300) goes to a Boy Scout 
1936 Boy Scout-VFW plan of cooperation was signed 
1938 Supported the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 

 

Week 5  Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 1940 - 1959 
 

Legislative Victories 
1940 National Service Life Insurance Selective Service & Training Act 
1943 Benefits to WWII veterans (P.L. 10) Disabled Veterans Rehabilitation Act 
1944 GI Bill of Rights (P.L. 346) Veterans Preference Act 
1946 Veterans Emergency housing Act 
1947 Bureau of Veterans Re-employment Rights (BVRR) 
1950 Vocational Rehabilitation Act 
1951 Servicemen's Indemnity & Insurance 
1952 Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act (Korean War GI Bill) 
1954 Veterans Compensation Act, November 11 declared as Veterans Day (P.L. 380) 
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Community Achievements 
1940 VFW Junior Rifle Clubs are formed with National Rifle Association 
1942 VFW Aviator Cadet Program began 
1950 Cooperative disaster-relief plan developed with the Red Cross 
1952 The Dunn family (Kansas flood victims won a $67,000 farm in Washington from the VFW 
1953 VFW National Teen-er Baseball" First tournament was held in Hershey Park, Pennsylvania 
1956 150,000 kids took part in the national VFW marble competition 
1958 Became full partner with Voice of Democracy (VOD) 
1959 Minnesota VFW/Auxiliary raised $325,000 for dedication of the VFW Cancer Research 
Center at the University of Minnesota (Minneapolis) 
 

Thursday Inspirational and motivational quotes. Legislative Victories and Community 
Achievements. 
 

“Honor to the soldier and sailor everywhere, who bravely bears his country's cause. Honor, 
also, to the citizen who cares for his brother in the field and serves, as he best can, the same 
cause.” ― Abraham Lincoln 
 

“The brave men and women, who serve their country and as a result, live constantly with the 
war inside them, exist in a world of chaos. But the turmoil they experience isn’t who they are; 
the PTSD invades their minds and bodies.” ― Robert Koger, Death's Revenge 
 

“We who have seen war, will never stop seeing it. In the silence of the night, we will always hear 
the screams. So this is our story, for we were soldiers once, and young” ― Joseph L. Galloway, 
They Were Soldiers: The Sacrifices and Contributions of Our Vietnam Veterans 
 

“Those who do not appreciate the soldiers and instead pompously talk about peace, should try 
to live a single day without the soldiers.”― Abhijit Naskar, Sleepless for Society 
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Chapter 4 week 5 Friday - Remember Everyone Deployed. Legislative Victories and Community 
Achievements 1940 to 1959. 
 

It bears repeating that from deployments our benefits became earned entitlements. That 
is to say if you received compensation resulting from a service connection during that 
deployment you earned the entitlement to which you receive payment. The key words in that 
description is earned compensation for a service-connected injury so not a benefit.  
 

Legislative Victories 
1940 National Service Life Insurance Selective Service & Training Act 
1943 Benefits to WWII veterans (P.L. 10) Disabled Veterans Rehabilitation Act 
1944 GI Bill of Rights (P.L. 346) Veterans Preference Act 
1946 Veterans Emergency housing Act 
1947 Bureau of Veterans Re-employment Rights (BVRR) 
1950 Vocational Rehabilitation Act 
1951 Servicemen's Indemnity & Insurance 
1952 Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act (Korean War GI Bill) 
1954 Veterans Compensation Act, November 11 declared as Veterans Day (P.L. 380) 
 

Chapter 4 week 5 Saturday - Membership in the VFW.  Critical to our success in achieving the 
purpose of the VFW is our involvement in our communities. Here's a look at the VFW's 
Community Achievements during the period 1940 to 1959 
1940 VFW Junior Rifle Clubs are formed with National Rifle Association 
1942 VFW Aviator Cadet Program began 
1950 Cooperative disaster-relief plan developed with the Red Cross 
1952 The Dunn family (Kansas flood victims won a $67,000 farm in Washington from the VFW 
1953 VFW National Teen-er Baseball" First tournament was held in Hershey Park, Pennsylvania 
1956 150,000 kids took part in the national VFW marble competition 
1958 Became full partner with Voice of Democracy (VOD) 
1959 Minnesota VFW/Auxiliary raised $325,000 for dedication of the VFW Cancer Research Ctr 
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Chapter 4, Week 6 VFW’s Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 1960 – 1979 
It should be noted, at this point in the history of our organization, the majority of our current 
members are Vietnam War veterans.  
 
Legislative Victories 
1962 Veterans Benefits Act (Cold War GI Bill) 
1966 Veterans Readjustment Benefits Act (P.L. 89-358) (Vietnam Wr GI Bill) 
1970 Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
1972 Vietnam Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act 
1973 Federal Court agrees veterans preference applies to state jobs 
1974 Vietnam Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act (Vocational Rehabilitation) 
1976 Veterans Education & Employment Assistance Act 
1977 Post Vietnam Era Veterans Educational Assistance Act 
1978 Veterans preference preserved 
Veterans & Survivors Pension Improvement Act 
Veterans Day returned to November 11 
1979 Vietnam Veterans Outreach Program (creates Vet Centers) 
 
Community Achievements 
1961 Assumed primary sponsorship of VOD - within four years 262,000 participated  
1962 Lite-a-Bike program: A $300,000 project with 3-M co of St Paul, Minnesota, provided 
"Scotchlite" reflector tape - 50,000 VFW members from 4,500 posts participated 
1964 VFW/Auxiliary provided nearly $100,000 to earthquake victims in Anchorage, Alaska 
1970 Drive to Strive program began 
1973 Drug Awareness program began 
1979 VFW Political Action Committee formed 
The best way to learn more about each of our victories and achievements is to research each, 
but as you see what has been done by the VFW to improve the lives of those serving and our 
veterans, you begin to realize why we claim. "the VFW, no one does more for veterans" 
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Remember Everyone Deployed (RED) 
 

Our bond as members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars centers around the fact we were 
deployed to harm's way. Our eligibility to be members requires, as contained in our 
Congressional Charter, meeting those requirements. The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an 
inclusive organization although some may argue our eligibility is discriminatory. Not everyone 
can join the military. 
 

You and I come from different branches of service. Each service is proud of the 
contributions it has made to protecting this nation. We are inclusive of race, creed, gender, 
branch of service, or conflict. This RED Friday is special as today is Christmas Eve. There is not 
one of us who did not miss a holiday, birthday, for some anniversaries, for others the birth of a 
child and other special times. 
 

So, on this day, during this season, please remember all those who have sacrificed so 
much for the freedoms we enjoy, especially those who are no longer with us. If you are 
deployed, know that your sacrifice is appreciated by those who have walked in your shoes and 
those families who have endured your time from loved ones. May you and your families 
celebrate this season in whatever tradition you may hold in your heart. For me and mine we 
celebrate the birth of what we believe is our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and so please know 
we wish you a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Our membership in the VFW 

How many times have we heard a prospective member ask "So, what is the VFW going to 

do for me?" As you look at the history of the VFW it is fair to say to them, It's already been done. 

Those who have gone before you have fought to obtain the benefits you now enjoy. Simply take 

a look at our long history of Legislative Victories and Community Achievements. Take pride in 

knowing you have the opportunity to share in the fight for future generations. 
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The Veterans of Foreign Wars is the only Veteran Service Organization dedicated to the 
combat veteran. Now is the time to invite all those who qualify for membership to join. If you 
were ever needed, the is time now. Do it today. Visit www.vfw.org and join. 
 

Next week, week 7 continues our list of Legislative Victories and Community 
Achievements for the period 1980 - 1999 and week 8 covers the period 2000 - 2020. During 
week 9 we review the VFW Cross of Malta and it's unifying symbolism. Week 10, the last week 
we will recap Chapter 4 and introduce Chapter 5. Please be sure to like and follow this 
mentoring series for new VFW members and emerging leaders. 
 

Motivational - Chapter 4 week 6, History of the VFW and Legislative Victories and Community 
Achievements for the period 1960 to 1979 
What is the Veterans of Foreign Wars going to do for you? It has already done it and now it is 
your responsibility to build upon those successes for future generations. 
 

Week 7  VFW’s Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 1980 - 1999                      
 

This week we continue to identify a great deal more about our organization by 
understanding our founding principles and their inclusion in our Congressional Charter, 
especially those dealing with legislative advocacy and community involvement.  
 

The VFW has played an instrumental role in virtually every significant piece of veterans' 
legislation passing in the 20th century as well as bills enacted in the 21st century and takes 
great pride in its history of service to its communities both stateside and abroad. Each year, 
VFW and Auxiliary members donate millions of community service ours, projects, relief efforts.  
 

Legislative Victories 1980-1999 
 

1980 VFW calls for Agent Orange Study 
Veterans Rehabilitation & Education Amendments 
1981 Former POW Benefits Act 
Veterans Health Care. Training & Small Business Loan Act 
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1982 Veterans Employment and Training Service (VETS) 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial dedicated 
1983 Emergency Veterans Job-Training Act 
1984 Montgomery GI Bill Veterans Dioxin & Radiation Exposure Compensation 
Standards Act (P.L. 98-542): Agent Orange & Atomic Exposure 
1987 New GI Bill Continuation Act 
1988 Radiation-Exposed Veterans Compensation Act 
Department of Veterans Affairs Act 
Veterans Judicial Review Act 
1989 VA becomes a Cabinet department Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 
1990 Agent Orange service-connection 
1991 Agent Orange Act (P.L. 102-4) 
Persian Gulf War Veterans Assistance Act (P.L. 102-25) 
1992 Veterans Health Care Act 
1996 Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act 
1999 Veterans Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act 
 

Community Achievements 
 

1980 Minnesota VFW posts sponsor the U.S. hockey team in the Winter Olympics 
1983 Agreed to permit the Red Cross to use VFW facilities as shelters and relief 
centers during natural disasters and emergencies 
1986 Donated $122,000 to the Statue of Liberty Restoration Fund 
1990 Provided $49,000 to California earthquake victims 
1992 Provided $197,000 to relieve victims of Hurricane Andrew and other disasters 
1993 Relife funds totaled $500,000 
1995 Youth Essay Contest (7th & 8th grades) began 
1997 "Buddy Poppy" celebrated 75th Anniversary 
1998 VFW Posts raised $100,000 for the March of Dimes 
1999 VOD gave $2.5 million in scholarship monies to high school students 
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VFW donated $50,000 and 25,000 reprints of its war chronology to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial's Young American Vietnam Era Studies Project 
 

VFW 's Legislative victories and Community Achievements 1980 - 1999. Inspirational thoughts 
and motivational quotes. 
 

As you review the Legislative Victories and Community Achievements over the past 121 years 
of advocacy you will find there are a number of repeat issues that are addressed from time to 
time. The reason is simple we live in an ever-changing society and an ever-changing focus. The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars is the watchdog for veteran's issues facing our current and future 
war fighters, the combat veteran. Hence the quotes below. 
 

"We can draw lessons from the past, but we cannot live in it." President Lyndon B. Johnson 
 

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it" George Santayana 
 

"It has been said that the only thing we learn from history is that we do not learn from it". US 
Supreme Court Justice Earl Warren 
 

"History does not repeat itself, humankind repeat history" Anonymous 
 

Remember Every one Deployed. The period 1980 - 1999 
 

In addition to our previous deployments there were significant additions of new combat 
engagements creating eligibility to the Veterans of Foreign Wars. If you know of anyone 
meeting the criteria, please tell them how important their membership is to our voice in 
Congress. While some think it is adding one voice but most of our members are married or get 
married which now makes the voices of two. Many of our veterans are married with two 
children who are married with two children so now the number which began with 1 and not 
counting, aunts, uncles, cousins and friends and supporters is estimated at over 500 from that 
first member. Now if we could only get them to vote favorably on veteran's issues. "Believe In 
What You Do - Do What You Believe In" 
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Newly added eligibility campaigns 
Army Occupation Medal (30 consecutive days of duty) 
Germany West Berlin 5/9/45 to 10/2/90 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
El Salvador 1/1/81 to 2/1/92 
Lebanon 6/1/83 to 12/1/1987 
Operation Urgent Fury - Grenada 10/23/83 to 11/21/83 
Eldorado Canyon - Libya 4/12 - 417/86 
Operation Earnest Will 7/24/87 to 8/1/90 
Operation Just Cause - Panama 12/20/89 to 1/31/90 
United Shield and Operation Restore Hope - Somalia 12/5/92 to 3/31/95 
Operation Uphold Democracy - Haiti 9/16/94 to 3/31/95 
Operation Joint Endeavor - Bosnia, Croatia, the Adriatic Sea and Airspace 11/20/95 to 12/19/96 
Operation Vigilant Sentinel - Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, & Persian Gulf 12/1/95 to 2/15/97 
Operation Southern Watch - Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Persian Guld, Bahrain, Qatar, UAE, 
Oman, Gulf of Oman W of 62o E long. Yemen, Egypt & Jordan 12/1/95 to 3/18/93 
Operation Maritime Intercept 12/1/95 to 3/18/2003 
Operation Joint Guard 12/20/96 to 6/20/98 
Operation Northern Watch 1/1/97 to 3/18/2003 
Operation Joint Forge 6/20/98 to 3/23/99 
Operation Desert Thunder 11/11/98 to 12/22/98 
Operation Desert Fox 11/16/98 to 12/22/98 
Southwest Asia Service Medal 
Operation Desert Shield/Operation Desert Storm 8/2/90 to 11/30/95 
Personnel assigned to support units serving in Israel, Egypt, Turkey, Syria, Jordan 1/17/91 to 
4/11/91 
Kosovo Campaign Medal 
Operation Allied Force Air Campaign 3/24/99 to 6/10/99 
Kosovo Defense Campaign Ground Action 6/11/99 to 12/31/2013 
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Combat Infantry Badge & Combat Medical Badge Army 12/6/41 to open 
Combat Action Ribbon Navy, Marine, Coast Guard 12/6/41 to open 
SSBN Deterrent Patrol Insignia navy 1/21/61 to open 
Korea Duty 6/30/49 to open 
Korea Defense Service Medal 7/28/54 to open 
 
 

Week 8  VFW’s Legislative Victories and Community Achievements 2000 – 2020 
 

Legislative Victories 
 

2003 Concurrent receipt for military retirees rated 50% disabled or more 
2004 Full concurrent receipt for military retirees rated 100% disabled. 

Traumatic Injury Insurance supplemental created 
2005 Protesters banned from military funerals 

Stolen Valor Act signed into law  
2006 VFW calls VA/military health care system receiw after Walter Reed outpatient debacle 
2008 Record VA discretionary budget approved 

GI Bill for the 21st century signed into law 
2009 Advanced appropriations for VA becomes law 
2010 Family Caregiver Legislation signed into law 

Ensured all VA and DOD health care programs met minimum health care coverage 
standards 

2011 VOW to Hire Heroes Act 
VFW stopped Tricare premiums from increasing annually 

2012 Honoring America's Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejuene Families Act 
Extended USERRA protections to veterans working for TSA 

2013 Reinstated military Tuition Assistance programs 
New Stolen Valor Act signed into law 
Stopped creation of Distinguished Warfare Medal (Drone Medal) 
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2014 Veterans Access, Choice and Accountability Act of 2014 
In-State Tuition for Post-9/11 GI Bill eligible veterans 
Advance Appropriations for VA benefits 

2015 Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans (SAV) Act 
Eliminated 1 percent COLA reduction penalty on future military retirees 
Created government match to military Thrift Savings Plan accounts 

2016 Topic Exposure Research Act to evaluate impact on descendants 
Enhanced fertility treatment and adoption services 

2017 Forever GI Bill gives veterans a lifetime to use GI Bill benefits 
Veteran's Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017 
VA Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act 
Global War on Terrorism Memorial 
Improved VA hiring and retention authorities 
Veterans Choice Program improvements and expansion 
Declassifying toxic exposure documents 
Prevented significant copayment increase for TRICARE 

2018 Expanded caregiver benefits to veterans of all eras 
Consolidated community care into one improved program 
Established a process to evaluate and improve VA facilities to better serve veterans 
Defeated proposed cuts to Individual Unemployability 

2019 Blue Water Nave Vietnam Veterans Act 
Elimination of the Widow's Tax 
2020 Added bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and parkinsonism to VA's list of presumptive 
conditions associated with exposure to Agent Orange 
Changed the statutory definitions of Vietnam veterans to include individuals who served in 
the Republic of Vietnam from Nov 1, 1955 to Feb 17, 1961 
Deborah Sampson Act 
Elimination of the 12-year limit on using Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E)  
benefits. 
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Community Achievements 
 

2000 Distributed 60,000 audio books to armed forces worldwide through Operation  
Yarn spinner 

2002 Donated $110.000to diabetes research 
Equally distributed $120,000 among families of actier-duty personnel killed in the Sept 11, 

2001, terrorist attack on the Pentagon 
2003 Partnered with USA Freedom Corps home-front initiative 
2004 Established relationships with the National Council for Social Studies (NCNS) and  

National Association of Secondary school Principals (NASSP) 
2005 Provided $560,000 to Gulf Coast veterans after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 

Distributed 5,000 copies of CD entitled "Vietnam; A Nation Remembers" 
Established VFW Military Scholarship program 
Expanded Patriot's Pen Essay Competition 

2007 Radiothon raised nearly $100.000 for Unmet Needs 
2010 Donated over $648,000 toward construction of the Vietnam Veterans Education Center 

Increased Voice of Democracy National Scholarships to $150,000 
Provided over $20,000 to assist service members with family in Haiti following the January 
earthquake 

2011 Pledged $500,000 toward the Construction of the Veterans Hall in the National Museum  
of the United States Army 
Provided over $145,000 in emergency financial relief to military families living in tornado-
stricken areas 

2012 Provided over $120,000 for Hurricane Sandy victims on the East Coast 
2013 Provided $30,000 for the Moore, Oklahoma tornado victims and over $30,00 for the  

flood victims in Colorado 
2015 Provided $10,000 to the Pacific Areas for typhoon relief 
2016 Provided $25,000 for flood relief in Louisiana 
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2017 Provided $621,300 in aid for victims of Hurricanes Matthew, Irma, Harvey and Maria  
and $19,000 for victims of the California wildfires 

2018 Provided $139,000 in aid for victims of Hurricanes Matthew, Irma and Florence  
and $35,000 for wildfires in California and Colorado. Provided $55,000 for Pacific area 
victims of Tropical Cyclone Gita and victims of the Mount Kilauea volcanic eruptions and 
$20,000 for disaster relief efforts in Saipan 

2019 Provided $32,182 in aid for vitims of Hurricane Florence in North Carolina and $15,000  
for flood victims in Nebraska 
Provided $15,000 for Pacific area victims of Typhoon Yuta 

2020 Provided $30,000 in aid for victims of floods from hurricanes in Louisiana 
The VFW and VFW Foundation provided $400,000 to Posts and Auxiliaries for Community 
Service Grants 

 

Here are some additional motivational and inspirational thoughts regarding advocacy on behalf 
of combat veterans and their families. 
 

"I think being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much 
greater hunger, a much greater poverty than someone who has nothing to eat "Mother Teresa 
 

"The least I can do is speak out for those who cannot speak for themselves" Jane Goodall 
 

"I am only one, but still, I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can still do something; and 
because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something I can do"  Helen Keller 
 

"Advocacy" is to change "what is" into "what should be" Unknown 
 

And so once more, I believe it bears repeating, "What is the VFW going to do for me if I 
join? Take a look at the list above and you can see what the VFW has already done for you. Now, 
we need you to step up and join the only Veteran Service Organization dedicated to the combat 
veteran. Visit www.vfw.org and find out how to join. Do it today! 
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Remember Everyone Deployed 
 

What a tough 20 years 2000 to 2020. War, Earthquakes, Tornadoes, Floods, Winter 
Storms, Hurricanes, Disease, Hunger, Suicides, Healthcare Issues, Protecting our benefits, 
seeking new benefits as promised. The VFW fought day in and day out with our legislators to 
ensure our veterans were taken care of. And who are the veterans the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars talks about when we talk about our purpose? It is you. 
 

It dates all the way back to our founding. But during this period we are talking about, the 
WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, conflicts in the Middle East, Europe, Africa, Terrorism around 
the world including the Gulf War, Desert Storm/Desert Shield, Operation Iraqi Freedom 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Syria, Afghanistan, Pakistan. 
 

And exactly what organization took the lead to ensure our veterans were cared for?  
The VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES, a veteran service organization. 
 

History in our VFW membership 
 

In Chapter 4, we have focused the first 8 weeks identifying our legislative victories and 
community achievements since we began in 1899. Take the time to learn what has been done 
for you by those who have gone before you. Each of us stands on the shoulders of those who 
came before us. Now is the time for us to stand up and take our place among our heroes. I can 
say that because I know that is who you are.......a hero. Thank you for your service. Your 
dedication and sacrifice has enabled us to continue as a free nation.  
 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
 

Week 9   The VFW Brand, “The Cross of Malta” 
 

How the Cross of Malta became the brand by which the Veterans of Foreign Wars is 
known. History shows that the Cross of Malta, the emblem of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States, is 1,000 years old.  
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Nearly ten centuries ago the Maltese Cross was made the symbol of fighting men who 
were united by a solemn pledge of comradeship to fight for freedom and to aid the sick and the 
needy. Those ancient obligations are still symbolized by the Cross of Malta today for the more 
than 1.5 million former servicemen who are the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The Cross of Malta is 
the symbol of their battles in time of war and of their campaign to defend the God given rights of 
human beings in time of peace. The Cross of Malta symbolizes the compassion, or sympathy, of 
those men and women for the needy. It is the sign of services which our contemporary veterans 
render to help make living a little better for everyone. 
  

To appreciate fully the original meaning of the Cross of Malta we must look back a 
thousand years, to the Crusaders serving in the Middle East. There we find the Knights of St. 
John, the world's first great brotherhood of warriors pledged to chivalry. The Knights of St. 
John represented all walks of life. They were noblemen and priests, artisans and laborers. 
Regardless of those differences, however, they were united by a solemn pledge of unwavering 
courage and compassion.  
 

Together they fought against oppression. They carried their crusades far from home 
across deserts and seas, into the Holy Land, Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta. At the same time, they 
administered to the sick, the needy and to the poor. The Crusaders adopted the Cross of Malta 
as their insignia because its eight points represented the eight Beatitudes prescribed in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Those, in effect, declare (1) blessed are the poor in spirit, (2) the meek, 
(3) the pure, (4) the merciful, and (5) the peacemakers, (6) blessed are they that mourn, and (7) 
seek righteousness, and (8) blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness sake. The 
Cross of Malta had a religious origin, but the Knights of St. John also made it their battle 
standard for the liberation of all men, women and children who suffered oppression. The ideals 
for which the original Crusaders fought parallel the principles of democracy today, freedom 
and justice. 
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Centuries passed to the year 1899. Again, fighting men banded together. Again, they 
pledged themselves to campaign for the rights of mankind and to administer to the sick, the 
needy and to the poor. That was the birth of a new organization, known today as the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. Why did the Veterans of Foreign Wars select the Cross of 
Malta emblem? What has been added to the Cross and what does the symbol mean? Let us look 
at the VFW ensign closely. We see the eight-pointed Maltese Cross. Upon the Cross is 
superimposed the Great Seal of the United States, encircled by the name, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States. Within the circle is the American eagle, the emblem of a proud nation 
whose warriors of many generations have fought and sacrificed to preserve the free man's way 
of living. Between the four arms of the Cross, the Veterans of Foreign Wars has added the sun's 
rays to emphasize the vigor and warmth with which the present-day brotherhood defends our 
ideals. Every detail in the VFW emblem has definite meaning. The Cross, the rays and the seal 
together symbolize the vows, purpose and character of men and women who have traveled far 
from home to defend humanity.  
 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is the world's oldest and largest overseas war veteran's 
organization. It is chartered by the Congress of the United States. That charter states 
specifically that the objects of the VFW shall be fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable and 
educational; that its members shall preserve and strengthen comradeship; that they shall 
maintain true allegiance to the government of the United States and fidelity to its Constitution 
and laws; that VFW members shall foster true patriotism, to maintain and extend the institution 
of American freedom and defend the United States from all enemies. 
  

Upon joining the Veterans of Foreign Wars, a person vows in the presence of Almighty 
God and the members of this order to maintain loyalty to the government, to the VFW, and to his 
fellow comrades. When the Cross of Malta is bestowed upon a new VFW member, he or she is 
pledged to advance the principles of the organization. Like the original Crusaders 1,000 years 
ago, the 1.5 million members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and our Auxiliary fulfill their vows 
through a wide variety of vigorously executed services. 
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They foster true patriotism and strengthen the institutions of freedom by word and deed. 
They improve their cities, towns and neighborhoods through community service.  They give aid 
to worthy comrades and to the widows and orphans. They extend helping hands to the needy 
and the sick. Like the original Knights of St. John, those who wear the VFW Maltese Cross 
express their comradeship in terms of service. 

 

These are the reasons why the Veterans of Foreign Wars chose the Cross of Malta as its 
emblem.  The Cross of Malta symbolizes truly the character and objectives of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. People qualified through military service to wear the VFW 
Cross of Malta do so with pride because that emblem represents the highest of ideals.  Every 
member has earned the Cross of Malta proudly - and he or she wears it proudly. 

 

Week 10  The History of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Cross of Malta 
 

The Time is Now,  "So If I become a member, what's the VFW going to do for me?" Share 
with them the ABC's of Membership, Chapter 4 and the list of Legislative Victories since our 
founding. These are significant examples of what the VFW has already done for them. And then 
tell them how important it is to have them as members when it comes to advocacy. Those 
benefits are in addition to what they will derive from the comradeship we share as combat 
veterans.  
 

The main thing, is the main thing. 
 

The time to recruit is now. 
 

Get your ask in gear. 
 

"Believe In What You Do - Do What You Believe In" 
 
 
 
141 



 
“There's one blessing only, the source and cornerstone of beatitude -- confidence in self.”. 
Marcus Annaeus Seneca The Elder 
 

“I love the melodies in the Old Testament, how preachers highlight them when they read from 
the Scripture. But I was influenced forever by the New Testament. I love the Beatitudes, 
informing us that the meek shall inherit the earth”.  Maya Angelou 
 

“We need to build up society in the light of the Beatitudes, walking towards the Kingdom with 
the least among us”.  Pope Francis 
 

“They're called in the Scripture the Beatitudes. You know why they're called the Beatitudes 
without being prestigious? Because they should be the attitudes of every believer”.  
 Leonard Ravenhill 
 

Remember Everyone Deployed - The VFW brand, the Cross of Malta and its' association with 
our deployment. 
 

The Cross of Malta symbolizes the compassion, or sympathy, of those men and women for 
the needy. It is the sign of services which our contemporary veterans render to help make living 
a little better for everyone. 
 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is the world's oldest and largest overseas war veteran's 
organization. It is chartered by the Congress of the United States. In part, that charter states 
specifically that the objects of the VFW shall be fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable, and 
educational; and shall maintain true allegiance to the government of the United States and 
fidelity to its Constitution and laws; shall foster true patriotism, extend the institutions of 
American freedom and defend this nation from all enemies. 
 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In’ 
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