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Preface 
Chapter 2 takes us to the Purpose of our Organization and our Congressional Charter Section 
230102.  Chances are our new members are not aware the Veterans of Foreign Wars received 
our Charter in 1936 by an act of Congress.  All those who have contributed to the many hours of 
mentoring new members and emerging leaders in the Veterans of Foreign Wars is hereby 
acknowledged and appreciated.  
 

In Chapter 1 of the ABC’s of Membership, a mentoring series for new Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Members, focused on the integration of our military values into our VFW membership and 
family lives.  The goal is to increase an awareness and a renewal of the application of the 
principles that dictated our military service, those being loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, 
honor, integrity, personal courage, commitment, devotion, and excellence. 
 

A new comrade thanked me recently and said I had taught him everything he knew about the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and while I was humbled at this recognition, I must admit I was 
somewhat embarrassed.  You see, while I may have taught that member all they knew to be the 
VFW, I failed to teach that person everything I know.  And that is a problem.  The idea of mentoring 
can no longer be the sole responsibility of our National organization.  Each of us has an individual 
responsibility to provide institutional knowledge of the customs and traditions of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States to our comrades. And so, I offer you my perspective on what I 
understand as the ABC’s of Membership for new members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
emerging leaders with the purpose of our organization and our Congressional Charter, Section 
230102.   
 

Make no mistake, our new members are our emerging leaders and unless we help prepare them 
for their responsibilities, we will not have the capacity to meet the needs of future veterans.  I 
invite you to adopt the mantra “Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” because “If it’s 
to be, it’s up to me”.  Be the difference. 
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Week One of Ten 

Tuesday  

Topic Tuesday - Section 230102 of our Congressional Charter, The Purpose of this Organization 
shall be fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable and educational; to preserve and strengthen 
Comradeship among its members; to assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate the memory and 
history of our dead, and to assist their surviving spouses and orphans; to maintain true 
allegiance to the Government of the United States of America, and fidelity to its Constitution 
and laws; to foster true patriotism; to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United States from all enemies. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW) 
.... No One Does More For Veterans 
 

For the next 10 weeks we will look at these five elements of our purpose and the subsequent 
actions needed to fulfill that purpose. By reviewing these elements and needed actions, our 
goal is to encourage you to adopt, a "Believe In What You Do - Do what You Believe In” attitude. 
 

Wednesday Defined 

Chapter 2 The Purpose of our organization and Congressional Charter, Section 230102 
Defining "Purpose" as it relates to the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Purpose(verb) to set forth; to 
bring forward. Purpose (verb) to propose, as an aim, to oneself; to determine upon, as some 
end or object to be accomplished; to intend; to design; to resolve; -- often followed by an 
infinitive or dependent clause. 
 
The Congressional Charter was originally incorporated May 28, 1936, by the 74th Congress of 
the United States. Amended by the 83rd Congress, May 29, 1953, the 104th Congress March 7, 
1995, the 107th Congress October 16, 2002, 109th Congress January 2, 2006, and the 113th 
Congress December 4, 2014. Title 36 United States Code, Chapter 2301, Section 230102 to wit   
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Section 230101 - Organization 
a) Federal Charter. Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (in this chapter, the 
"corporations), a national association of veterans who as soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen 
served this Nation in wars, campaigns and expeditions on foreign soil or in hostile waters, is a 
federally chartered corporation. 
b) Perpetual Existence. Except as otherwise provided, the corporation has perpetual existence. 
 
Section 230102 - Purpose 
The purposes of the corporation are fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable, and educational, 
and are 
1. to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members. 
2. to assist worthy comrades. 
3. to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist their surviving spouses and 
orphans. 
4.to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and Laws. 
5. to foster true patriotism. 
6. to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom, and 
7. to preserve and defend the United States from all enemies. 
 
Thursday is inspirational and motivational, familiar, and not so familiar, quotations and sayings 
that relate to purpose as members of the VFW and in our family lives. 
Here are five quotes chosen that relate to our Membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW), a Veteran Service Organization (VSO) and our entire life. 
 
“It’s not enough to have lived. We should be determined to live for something.” – Winston S. 
Churchill 
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“The two most important days in life are the day you are born and the day you discover the 
reason why.” – Mark Twain 
 
“The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, but in finding something to live 
for.” – Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
 
“When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced; live your life so that when you die, the 
world cries and you rejoice.” – Indian Proverb 
 
“The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, 
to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived well.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
And here's a bonus inspirational purpose quote of mine, "Believe in what you do - do what you 
believe in". As a relatively new member and incoming President of a Rotary Club in the world's 
largest service organization, Rotary International, the incoming President selects a theme for 
their year of service. In 1993-1994 the theme chosen by Robert "Bob" Barth, was "Believe In 
What You Can Do - Do What You Believe In".  Although I had become a member of a Rotary Club 
five years after leaving the service. I was searching for fellowship with likeminded people, 
people who had a passion to contribute to society in a meaningful way. There was in that 
organization a sense of belonging to something greater than myself with resources that could 
possibly allow me to shed the demons of war and of survivors’ guilt. When I received word of 
the Rotary International theme for this year of service opportunities became abundant.  
 
Through Rotary I could take care of fellow veterans by volunteering in my community and even 
extend that care beyond our borders to ex-patriots who had taken residence abroad. In 1984 
my life of service became my life. I end this posting with a quote from Albert Einstein, a German-
born theoretical physicist, widely acknowledged to be one of the greatest physicists of all time. 
"I believe in one thing—that only a life lived for others is a life worth living." 
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Friday the bonds of Combat Deployments - Remember Everyone Deployed (RED) 
 

As a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars or its' Auxiliary red shirt Friday has special 
meaning. It is a reminder that one of the bonds of membership is the fact that you as a member 
deployed to harm’s way in keeping with your oath of enlistment. Or you as an Auxiliary member 
had a family/eligible VFW member who deployed adding to the sacrifices families make for their 
loved ones. Encourage family members to join in this simple act of patriotism by wearing red on 
Friday's and if possible, include the meaning of the acronym RED - - Remember Everyone 
Deployed. 
 

Saturday in VFW Life   
 

Found in our Congressional Charter is a listing first of our purpose and actions are identified to 
meet those purposes. Setting direction or purpose without action is like planning a trip without 
a map to guide us.  Some posts do not own a physical location and so their meeting are held at a 
location, time and date approved by the membership in accordance with current National By-
Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual. Current means as adopted by the delegates as 
approved on the floor of our annual convention. Each year an updated Podium Edition of our 
National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual is produced. It is highly recommended that, 
at a minimum, each Post purchase at least five copies. All members of the VFW may purchase a 
Podium edition for personal use. 
 

During this first week of Chapter 2 we have identified the purposes of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and actions needed to apply them. Each week of Chapter 2 we will take one subject and 
expound upon its' meaning and how it fits in our meeting and purpose objectives. 
As a new member some of the best mentoring I received was on learning our By-Laws, Manual 
of Procedure and Ritual. And, as we have heard many times you will only get out of your 
membership what you put into it. 
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Sunday in Family Life 

Like our membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars, there is also purpose in our family lives 
as well. But instead, we find our purpose in the why of our creation. For our family we follow the 
teachings of the bible and the Ten Commandments.  
 

In the gospel of Mark 12:29-31, when asked which of the commandments is most important, 
Jesus answered “The most important one, is this, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. ‘There is no 
commandment greater than these.”  
 

"Believe In What You Do - Do What You Believe In" 
 

Monday Motivation 
 

It is different for each person because it is the desired end goal that must chart our course. 
Begin with the end in mind and then choose the path that will lead you to where you want to go.  
“If we keep doing what we’re doing, we’re going to keep getting what we’re getting.” – Stephen 
Covey.  
 

So many people want to make positive changes but don’t want the struggles and hardships that 
come with change. But if you keep doing what you’ve always done you will keep getting what 
you’ve always got.  Planning is one of the biggest keys to creating a successful future for 
yourself. The most successful people in the world have a daily, weekly, and monthly plan to 
achieve their goals.  Do you have detailed plans? If not, make it a point each night to spend five 
minutes and map out the next day. Plan when you will wake up, exercise, invest in yourself and 
spend time with family. Don’t be afraid to change your life if you’re unhappy. Wake up earlier, 
challenge your body at the gym, and invest in your mind from reading new books. Remember, 
reading is to the mind what exercise is for the body. 
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Week Two of Ten 
 

Tuesday Section 230102 of our Congressional Charter, The Purpose of Our Organization 

The purpose of Fraternal. 
 

An introduction and mentoring series for VFW new members and emerging leaders. This 
week's subject we will present a reflection on the idea of "Fraternal" as it relates to our 
purpose.   “Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
 

Wednesday Fraternal Defined 
 

Wikipedia defines fraternity or fraternal organization as an organized society, traditionally, of 
men associated together in an environment of companionship and brotherhood; dedicated to  
the intellectual, physical, and social development of its members. 
 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is truly a fraternal organization whose brand, the Cross of Malta, 
symbolically reflects that fact. While long ago, fraternal referred to males and sorority referred 
to females, the Veterans of Foreign Wars reference to fraternal is inclusive as our membership 
is composed of combat veterans of both genders. The idea of strengthening comradeship 
amongst its members is key to meeting the purpose of our organization. 
 

Future chapters on the ABCs of Membership will present the longstanding history and 
accomplishments of our storied past and why we remain such as strong and vibrant Veteran 
Service Organization. We stand in solidarity at the tip of the spear, steadfastly holding 
Congress accountable to promises made to those of us who, even today, stand by their 
commitment to this nation.  
 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Thursday is some inspirational and thought-provoking quotes dealing with the aspect of 
fraternal. May you find them useful, not only for today, but every day. 
 

Time is the most valuable thing on earth: time to think, time to act, time to extend our fraternal 
relations, time to become better men, time to become better women, time to become better and 
more independent citizens. Samuel Gompers 
 

Blessed is the servant who loves his brother as much when he is sick and useless as when he is 
well and can be of service to him. And blessed is he who loves his brother as well when he is a 
far off as when he is by his side, and who would say nothing behind his back he might not, in 
love, say before his face. St. Francis of Assisi 
 

You cannot see brotherhood; neither can you hear it nor taste it. But you can feel it a hundred 
times a day. It is the pat on the back when things look gloomy. It is the smile of encouragement 
when the way seems hard. It is the helping hand when the burden becomes unbearable. Peter 
E. Terzick 
 

We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibers connect us with our fellow men; and among 
those fibers, as sympathetic threads, our actions run as causes, and they come back to us as 
effects. Herman Melville 
 

We do want more, and when it becomes more, we shall still want more. And we shall never 
cease to demand more until we have received the results of our labor. Samuel Gompers 
 

Friday “Remember Everyone Deployed” 
 

We know from the definition of fraternal it's an organized society, traditionally, of men 
associated together in an environment of companionship and brotherhood; dedicated to the 
intellectual, physical, and social development of its members.  In the case of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars every member deployed to harm’s way, recognized by medal service. In the case 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary every member had a qualifying family member that 
deployed to harm’s way recognized by medal service. 
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Saturday, Sunday, and Monday 
 
These days (at the writing of this daily posting) happen to coincide with the commemoration of 
Memorial Day and weekend to remember all who gave the last full measure of devotion to this 
Nation. Not to get ahead of what is in the purpose of the VFW it bears posting today so that you 
may incorporate it into what motivates you. -TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY AND HISTORY OF 
OUR DEAD, and To lay down one's life for their friend is a final affirmation of a life lived in 
concert with an absolute unselfish resolve. 
 

"Believe In What You Do - Do What You Believe In" 
 

Monday Motivation 

May your motivation to do your duty be to live the life for which you were created, to be the 
best you can be.  To integrate duty, it will require incorporating each of the remaining values.   
 
Week Three of Ten 

Tuesday Section 230102 of our Congressional Charter, The Purpose of Our Organization 

The Element of Patriotic 
 

Integrate the purpose of Patriotic into our VFW membership and daily lives. This is the third 
week of Chapter 2. As a reminder, Wednesday is to define Patriotic and how it relates to our 
purpose; Thursday will be to share inspirational and motivational quotes on "Patriotic" with 
Friday being RED Shirt Friday and Patriotic events, Saturday how VFW promotes the idea of 
Patriotic in our post’s, district, department, and National organization; Sunday will reflect how 
we express Patriotic as a family. 
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Wednesday Defining Patriotic 
 

Wikipedia Patriotic adjective having or expressing devotion to or vigorous support for one’s 
country.  
 

What Veteran Service organization is better suited to express devotion and vigorous support 
for our nation than those of us who are members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Auxiliaries? There is not any.  We who have offered to sacrifice our lives in defense of the 
freedoms fought for by those who went before us are in position to lead in promoting patriotism.  
Our families who supported us while in uniform sacrificed everything so we could focus on our 
mission.  Patriotic for us is more than an adjective it is the very essence of our being. Stoke the 
fire in your belly and let your patriotic passion overflow in your involvement in your post and in 
the life of your family.  You combat veterans whose courage is undeniable, when called to 
engage our enemies in faraway lands you did.  Be proud. I’m certainly proud of you and for you.  
 
Thursday 
 
Patriotic Inspirational and motivational Quotes 
 
Friday Remember Everyone Deployed 
 
Patriotic is having or expressing devotion to or vigorous support for one’s country. I hope you 
can spend time with family and VFW Comrades, may you celebrate this nation and our right to 
show our pride. We have much to be proud of.  Our bond comes from shared circumstances 
attributed directly to the deployment to harms way and being recognized as required by our 
Congressional Charter. 
  

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Saturday Patriotic in our VFW Posts 
 
The idea of patriotism is alive and well in the Veterans of Foreign Wars. To see it visit a post 
home or event, because it is where heroes meet, and warriors gather. Patriotic is having or 
expression to or vigorous support of one’s country. It is an affirmation of our oath and our 
pledge.... I do solemnly swear that I will protect and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and bear true allegiance to the same. That I will obey the orders of the President of the 
United States and the officers appointed over me according to regulations and the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, So Help Me God.  
 
Sunday Patriotic in our Family lives 
On a recent vacation to France, Carol and I were able to locate the gravesite of Private Harris L. 
Collins, in the American Cemetery, Normandy, France. He was Carol's Mother's first husband. 
After his death she re-married and Carol was born. What is so moving about this cemetery is, 
unlike most others, those who are buried there, died there. We consider all gravesites to be 
hallowed ground, but when you stand on such hallowed ground, you can feel the courage of 
those who gave the last full measure of devotion to this nation. Looking for a definition of 
patriotic? If you want an image of patriotic envision those rows upon rows of crosses and you 
will understand what patriotic means. 
 

Monday 
 
Monday is "Motivational Monday". With the commemoration of D-Day plus 77 years, there is no 
memory more patriotic than what soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen did on that day.  Those 
men and women are the reason we have an organization called the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States dedicated to combat veterans. We are proud member and proud to be still 
serving. 
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Week Four of Ten 

Tuesday The Element of Historical (video link) 

Wednesday  

Historical defined as an adjective of, pertaining to, treating, or characteristic of history or past 
events: historical records; historical research. based on or reconstructed from an event, 
custom, style, etc., in the past: having once existed or lived in the real world, as opposed to 
being part of legend or fiction or as distinguished from religious belief. 

Thursday 
Inspirational and Motivational thoughts about historic and how it applies to VFW membership 
and daily lives. 
 

“History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived, but if faced with courage, need not be 
lived again.” – Maya Angelou 
 

“The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own understanding of 
their history.” ― George Orwell 
 

"History will have to record that the greatest tragedy of this period of social transition was not 
the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good people". Martin 
Luther King Jr 
 

“Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” – George Santayana 
 

Friday Remember Everyone Deployed 
 

When we reflect on the element of historical, we think about the fact that our membership in the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars is predicated upon honorable service as a member of the armed 
forces in a foreign war, insurrection, or expedition recognized by the authorization of the award 
of a campaign badge by the United States Government.  
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We believe we must never forget the cost of those deployments to us as individuals but to 
our families as well. For those with boots on the ground our experiences were not the same but 
for many of us time has stood still on our memories 
 
Saturday Historical in our VFW Posts 
 

How historical applies to our VFW Membership is extremely significant when you reflect on the 
achievements our organizations have garnered on behalf of every individual veteran and family 
member benefitting because of our unequalled advocacy. Too often members and those 
considering membership tune in to what I like to call W I I - FM. This is an acronym for What's In 
It For Me? They forget the Veterans of Foreign Wars is preeminently qualified to declare itself 
as THE premier Veteran Service Organization. We are a SERVICE organization whose selfless 
service and tenacity in advocating on behalf of veterans and their families has resulted in 
Billions, yes Billions of dollars in recovered benefits because of service-connected disabilities 
and countless other benefits in home ownership, educational and occupational benefits, 
healthcare, quality of life issues and pay for our active-duty service members and that's just to 
get started. 
 

Sunday in Family  
 
 

While attending a casual forum featuring Joe Galloway, a Vietnam War Correspondent and 
veteran of the famous Ia Drang Battle, in Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Division and then Lt. Col 
Hal Moore. Something he said, made an unforgettable impact upon me. Asked when was he in 
Vietnam, his response will remain in my mind, and I think may apply to you as well.  

When someone asks you when you were wherever you were they expect you to give a 
date. But, for Joe Galloway, on this day, after a night of horrific memories, said when was I in 
Vietnam? He responded; I was there last night. For those of us who experienced the killing, saw 
the horror of wounded comrades, screams of pain, body parts, blood, and the stench of death 
we are forever changed. 
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You may be asked, when were you in Somalia, Grenada, Kosovo, Bosnia, Desert Storm, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, or many other places not known to our citizens. Your answer may very well 
be the same as Joe Galloway's. When was I there? I was there last night. 
 

We as an organization and as individual members must not let history dismiss our sacrifices 
and those of our families. Thank you for being a member of the only Veteran Service 
Organization dedicated to combat veterans,  
 

Monday Motivation 
Think about Flag Day, a day to reflect on the significance of our National colors. As stated in the 
United States Code, our flag is more than a symbol it is a living thing. When you take your Flag 
out to fly, hold it carefully. You are holding the whole country in your hands.  Also, on flag day 
we celebrate the United States Army, our oldest military service, birthday. To understand what 
it means to be a soldier, here, the Soldiers Creed is shared for all who served this nation. 
 

I am an American Soldier. 
I am a warrior and a member of a team. 
I serve the people of the United States and live the Army Values. 
I will always place the mission first. 
I will never accept defeat. 
I will never quit. 
I will never leave a fallen comrade. 
I am disciplined, physically and mentally tough, trained, and proficient in my warrior tasks and 
drills. 
I always maintain my arms, my equipment and myself. 
I am an expert, and I am a professional. 
I stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy, the enemies of the United States of America in 
close combat. 
I am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life. 
I am an American Soldier. 
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Week Five of Ten 
 
Tuesday  
This is week five. Our focus is on charitable which makes perfect sense considering that the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars is an IRS designated 501 C 19 and includes our IRS designated 501 C 
3 Foundation. Our obligation is to report our charitable activities and financial contributions 
supporting those activities 
 
Wednesday the Purpose of Charitable defined  
ADJECTIVE relating to the assistance of those in need. 
synonyms: philanthropic · humanitarian · humane · altruistic · benevolent · beneficent · [more] 

(of an organization or activity) officially recognized as devoted to the assistance of those in 
need and generous in giving. apt to judge others leniently or favorably.  synonyms: 
magnanimous · generous · generous to a fault · liberal · tolerant · moderate 

 
Thursday Inspirational 

What are some inspirational thoughts and some motivational quotes that apply to our VFW 
membership? Here are some short quotes for your discernment.  
 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” – St. Francis of Assisi 
 

“If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. 
If you want happiness for a day, go fishing. 
If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. 
If you want happiness for a lifetime, help somebody” – Chinese Proverb 
 

“If you get, give. If you learn, teach.” – Maya Angelou 
 

"We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give" - Winston Churchill 
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Friday - RED Shirt Friday 
The subject for this week's understanding of the purpose of our organization is charitable. Our 

eligibility for membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars came because of our deployment to 

harm’s way. There is no greater act of charity than to lay down your life for your friends. You 

came home. What now? Your comrades understand where you have been and what you have 

done, but what about your community? Sounds harsh, but the community has not a clue what 

you have endured on their behalf. Personally, I'm okay with that because we don't (or shouldn't) 

do good because we are looking for something in return. We learned from St. Francis of Assisi 

“For it is in giving that we receive". 

My vision for the Veterans of Foreign Wars consists of three elements, Commitment, Credibility, 

and Courage. To get the attention and support of your communities establish your credibility, 

that is you have much to contribute, and your community can count on you and call on you. 

You might create a signature project that your community will recognize the impact you and 

your post, district, or department make. They will want to join you because they too realize the 

value of giving. Soon veterans like yourself will want to be a member and part of the good you 

do. 

I am aware of a post chartered in 2002 that sought to do something good in the community that 

would be beneficial and at the same time provide them an avenue to advance the purpose of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. In 2003, truly understanding the toll the War on Terror was having on 

our warriors and their families, especially their children, they decided on a project called 

Operation Santa and an event called the "Freedom Fighters Open". The beneficiary of the 

project would be the children and families of those deployed military from their state. Funds 

from contributions to the Freedom Fighters Open and other contributions are used to support 

these efforts. Although named Operation Santa it is a year-long effort. It reflects Christmas 

because of the spirit elicited by that season. For many deployed. missed holidays are 

celebrated upon their return. 
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Saturday in our VFW Life 
If there was ever a time in our recent history that charity was on full display in the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars it had to be the hurricanes, tornado's, ice storms, snowstorms, record low 
temperatures, record high temperature......Mother Nature had run amuck. But as members of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars we reached out an helped not only our communities but all those  
effected wherever and whoever they were. 
 
It reminded me of the anonymous poem written on 9 11. I share it here because it speaks to who 
we really are and not what those who seek to divide us tell us we are. 

“One”, a poem for unity 
As the soot and dirt and ash rained down, 
We became one color. 
As we carried each other down the stairs of the burning building 
We became one class. 
As we lit candles of waiting and hope 
We became one generation. 
As the firefighters and police officers fought their way into the inferno 
We became one gender. 
As we fell to our knees in prayer for strength, 
We became one faith. 
As we whispered or shouted words of encouragement, 
We spoke one language. 
As we gave our blood in lines a mile long, 
We became one body. 
As we mourned together the great loss 
We became one family. 
As we cried tears of grief and loss 
We became one soul. 
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As we retell with pride of the sacrifice of heroes 
We become one people. 
We are..........One color..........One class..........One generation..........One gender 
One faith..........One language..........One body..........One family..........One soul 
One people..........We are The Power of One...........We are United. 
We are America. 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
Motivational Monday 
 

Check out the latest numbers regarding the charitable efforts of our members by visiting 
VFW.org. I find it "humorous" when talking to people about contributing and they respond.... I 
can't afford it. Having been around the block once or twice I must tell you..........that is untrue. 
IT IS NEVER WHAT IS IN YOUR WALLET IT IS WHAT IS IN YOUR HEART. We, including me, will 
always find a way to spend our resources on the things we want, not necessarily what we need. 
While we must care for ourselves and our families, we have an obligation to assist others as we 
are able. We can't be the world to everyone, but we can be the world to someone. 
 

Week Six of Ten Educational as a Purpose of the VFW 

Tuesday visit www.vfw.org and click on “youth and education” for resources. 
  

Wednesday Educational Defined 

Definition - educational, ADJECTIVE relating to the provision of education. Education is further 
defined as the process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially at a school or 
university and a body of knowledge acquired while being educated. In the area of educational 
in the Veterans of Foreign Wars our contact with youth and programs relating to patriotism is a 
major element of our educational focus. But, also, our focus is on our members insuring they 
receive the process of systematic instruction acquired while being educated.  
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Put in a term most of us would be more familiar with as a veteran of the armed forces would be 
on the job training (OJT), All of us would probably agree this is the most common way we 
learned about our military occupational specialty (MOS). Most of the systematic instruction at a 
school was enhanced by practical application in the field.  There is an old Chinese proverb 
attributed to Confucius that reads “Tell me and I will forget, show me and I may remember; 
involve me and I will understand.” Perhaps put in the language of today it could read there is no 
better learning lesson that the lesson one learns from experience. So, our educational 
programs within the areas of youth require, in the case of scholarships an essay on the subject 
chosen by the Veterans of Foreign Wars each year for grades 6 to 8 for middle school students 
and 9 to 12 for high school students. There is also Patriotic Art for students which require 
original art created by students, scouting programs, recognition of teachers and veterans in 
the classroom. To learn more about these programs visit www.vfw.org and click on “youth and 
education” for resources 
 

Thursday Inspirational and motivational quotes and thoughts on aspects of educational 

“Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in school.” 
Albert Einstein 
 

“Aim for success, not perfection. Never give up your right to be wrong, because then you will 
lose the ability to learn new things and move forward with your life. Remember that fear always 
lurks behind perfectionism. “David M. Burns 
 

“Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not: nothing is more 
common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a 
proverb. Education will not: the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and 
determination alone are omnipotent. “Calvin Coolidge 
 

“Treat people as if they were what they ought to be, and you help them to become what they are 
capable of becoming” Goethe 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Friday Remember Everyone Deployed 

Its Remember Everyone Deployed (RED Shirt Friday) and that is us. With that deployment we 

find educational promises made and the Veterans of Foreign Wars successfully advocating 

those promises be kept, not in word but by actions. And that was not just to provide the 

opportunity, but for funding. Without financial assistance much of these educational 

opportunities would be lost. So, here again, is where we proudly say "VFW No One Does More 

For Veterans" 

Your best source to learn (do you like how I fit that critical element of education in there) is 

found at http://www.vfw.org at "Assistance" and also at "Community" 

The national website is where you will find $2.9 million is the number of scholarships, monetary 

awards, and other incentives the VFW distributes annually to middle and high school students 

through two major patriotic essay competitions. 29,000+ is the number of high school students 

(grades 9-12) who competed in the 2020–21 VFW Voice of Democracy competition and 84,000+ 

is the number of middle students (grades 6 who competed in the 2020–21 VFW Patriot’s Pen 

competition 

The VFW National Website is where you will find $9.2 million is the number of scholarships 

awarded to more than 2,054 veterans and service members through VFW’s “Sport Clips Help A 

Hero Scholarship” since January 2014. 

Remember Everyone Deployed. Let's celebrate that fact by joining the only Veteran Service 

Organization dedicated to combat veterans and their families who sacrificed with them. 

 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Saturday the Purpose of Educational as a member of the VFW 
 

Knowledge is power. Your quest for the who what when where and why of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars will enable you to be a much better leader not within our organization but in life. 
Remember, though, to be a good leader, you must first be a good follower. When those whom 
you seek to lead know the hard work you have put in to position yourself to lead the more 
readily you will gain support.  
 

Attend post, district, department, and national meetings It is there you will be exposed to every 
aspect of our organizational make-up. 
 

The key is self-motivation. We ARE a volunteer organization, and no one will force you to learn 
and engage. No one will force you to attend a meeting as a member. That is entirely up to you. 
As an officer.... that is entirely a different matter. When you accept an officer or appointed 
responsibility you place your hand on the flag and take an obligation. You will only get out of 
your membership the dividends of the time, energy, and resources you put into it. 
 

Sunday and the VFW Purpose of Education in our family life 
 

Your motivation should simply be to "Believe In What You Do - Do What You Believe In", Having 
the courage of your convictions to move from mediocrity to excellence the more support, 
including family members you will enlist. Everyone wants to be part of a winning team. In the 
military, especially in the military, there are no second-place finishers. There are only winners 
and losers. It is the nature of combat, and no one understands that more than a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.  So, make the most of the opportunities to learn. 
 

Monday  
As we seek to integrate the element of "educational" as the fifth purpose of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars let us be ever aware that what we learn is to be shared. Knowledge is power as 
we have heard said and it is certainly true.  
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Use your membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars to educate others on the value of 
involvement. The real joy is sharing in your knowledge for the benefit of others. Don't hide the 
lamp of knowledge, use it to shine on ignorance and falsehoods. Let what you learn brighten 
the lives of those around you. 
 

Week Seven of Ten  
 

Tuesday’s Topic  
Actions to apply the Purposes of the VFW To Preserve and Strengthen Comradeship Among Its’ 
Members and Assist Worthy Comrades. Over the last five weeks we have addressed the 
purpose of our organization as found in our Congressional Charter and they are Fraternal, 
Patriotic, Historical, Charitable and Educational. For the next five weeks we will focus on the 
action required to integrate these areas into a workable plan. 
 

Wednesday 
Definition of this week’s focus To Preserve, To Strengthen, Comradeship among its members 
Webster 
Preserve. 1: to keep safe from injury, harm, or destruction. 2: to keep valid, intact, or in 
existence (as pending a proceeding) 
Strengthen VERB make or become stronger. 
Comradeship NOUN the company and friendship of others with common aims 
Fraternal (members) ADJECTIVE of or like a brother or brothers. of or denoting an organization 
or order for people, especially men, that have common interests or beliefs. (of twins) developed 
from separate ova and therefore genetically distinct and not necessarily of the same sex. 
So, we understand that within the purpose of the Veterans of Foreign Wars we are a fraternal 
organization that strives to preserve (to keep safe from injury, harm, or destruction: to keep 
valid, intact, or in existence) and strengthen (make or become stronger). comradeship (brother 
or brothers. of or denoting an organization or order for people, especially men, that have 
common interests or beliefs) among its members. 
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Though we have existed for more than 121 years since our founding, if and unless we grow our 
organization, that is strengthen, we are in significant danger of losing our ability to preserve 
those principles upon which we were founded. Our ability to care for the veteran, surviving 
spouse and orphaned children and advocate on their behalf ensuring promises made are 
promises kept. 
 
Thursday Inspirational and Motivational quotes on the actions required to meet our purpose 
regarding fraternal, that is to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members. 
 

“Strength and growth come only through continuous effort and struggle.” —Napoleon Hill 
 

“That which does not kill us makes us stronger.” —Friedrich Nietzsche 
 

“I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from distress, and grow brave 
by reflection. ’Tis the business of little minds to shrink, but he whose heart is firm, and whose 
conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto death.” —Thomas Paine 
 

"A concerted effort to preserve our heritage is a vital link to our cultural legacies. All those 
things that make us who we are" - Anonymous 
 
Friday Remember Everyone Deployed, and actions required to meet our purpose to preserve 

and strengthen comradeship among its members. 

By studying the rich history of our organization are we able to do what is necessary to preserve 
and strengthen the comradeship amongst our members. Every aspect of our purpose is 
important to the success of our organization.  
 

Saturday 
Commitment, Credibility, Courage is a "feeling" when members of the VFW gather. It is beyond 
description. Some have suggested it is the shared experiences of combat. Those who have not 
walked in those shoes may wonder how can that be?  
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How is it that a veteran of WWII and a veteran of current conflicts relate?  Blood. Fear. The 
exhilaration of battle with the realization you are still alive. There are no differences in those 
emotions from the 1940's to the emotions felt by warriors today. When you face the enemy, 
when you face death, you are forever changed and not everyone is able to adapt and overcome 
those changes. This is one of the many reasons, membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars is 
so important to the well-being of the warrior. Preserving and strengthening comradeship 
amongst our members begins the healing process. Get involved and get engaged in the only 
Veteran Service Organization dedicated to you, the combat veteran,  

the Veterans of Foreign Wars....No One Does More For Veterans.  
 
Sunday 
This was on my mind all day and I can’t call it a night until I get this said.   What say we do 
something “radical” on our nation’s independence? Let’s remind the media it isn’t about the 4th 
of July, it’s about our Independence. Let’s not sit complacent. Let’s be Americans.  It’s not 
about a date. How about the 3rd? How about the 5th? Wait, how about the 19th? Why July, how 
about June. Why not?  
 

I’ll tell you why not. It’s because THAT day is when this nation declared our independence from 
a tyrannical King determined to keep us subjects of his rule. It was on the 4th day of July 1776. 
To omit the reason we celebrate this day, to me, demeans our reason to celebrate those brave 
men and women who dared to defy oppression. And while we are at it, remember our founding 
fathers (at that time) were not those wise and noble gentlemen pictured by historians. They 
were young men much the same as our young men and women we send to war today. 
Our nation calls and we answer. We ask for nothing in return as did those 245 years ago, except 
care for those who have borne the battle. What has changed? Loyalty, Duty, Respect Selfless 
Service, Honor, Integrity, Personal Courage, in a word Attitude.  
 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Monday Motivational  
Let us resolve to stand steeled against those who would seek to remove the tenants of our 
founding principles. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit of Happiness.  My friends, my comrades, may you always keep the significance of 
Independence Day centered in your heart.  Freedom will never be free and as Thomas 
Jefferson said “The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time by the blood of patriots 
and tyrants. 
 

 
Week Eight of Ten, Actions to apply the Purposes of the VFW 
 

Tuesday - To Perpetuate the Memory and History of Our Dead and to Assist Their Surviving 
Spouse and Orphans 
 

 

Wednesday Defined 
The purpose of the VFW, "to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead and to assist their 
surviving spouse and orphans" Defined 
 

"to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead" 
 

Perpetuate Verb make or keep alive, keep going, keep in existence, cause to continue 
indefinitely: to preserve something valued from oblivion or extinction 
 

Memory noun the faculty by which the mind stores and remembers information ability to 
remember · something remembered from the past; a recollection, remembering or recollection 

of a dead person, especially one who was popular or respected 
 

History, noun the study of past events, particularly in human affairs. "the whole series of past 
events connected with someone or something".  
 

Dead, adjective no longer alive. 
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To assist their surviving spouses and orphans" 
 

assist (verb) to help (someone) (noun) an act of helping 
 

surviving (adjective) remaining alive, especially after the death of another 
 

spouse (noun) a husband or wife, considered in relation to their partner. 
 

orphans (noun) a child whose parents are dead. 
 

From these definitions one may derive that this element of the purpose as a member of the VFW 
is to keep alive, keep going, keep in existence, and cause to continue indefinitely, the faculty by 
which the mind stores information. and the remembering or recollection of a dead person, 
especially one who was respected. And to help their remaining, that is alive, husband or wife 

and a child or children whose parents are dead. This is one of those cases where less words 
are much more efficient than being verbose. 
 

Thursday inspirational and motivational thoughts about the purpose of the VFW 

In our Congressional Charter we learn about our founding principles and the purpose of 
our organization. Each element of our purpose is significant, but I do not believe any is more 
important than that which we reflect upon this week. May we always hold those who have gone 
before us in high esteem and seek to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead and to 
assist their surviving spouses and orphans. 

 

Some view this purpose as a responsibility. I see it as an obligation. Had I not been spared 
you might very well be here to assist my surviving spouse and my orphan children. We are the 
voice for those who no longer can speak for themselves. if not you their comrade, then who? If 
not now, then when? 
 
 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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Friday Remember Everyone Deployed  

Is as important to the Veterans of Foreign wars as an organization, as the integration of our 
military values is to each of our members. It is through our day-to-day actions that we employ 
the purpose of this week's focus and that is" to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead 
and to assist their surviving spouses and orphans" 

These are men and women who deployed before us. Who, in leading the way in the highest 
traditions of military service, lived lives of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, 
integrity, personal courage, with commitment and devotion. They applied these values in 
pursuit of excellence.  Let us then honor their service and sacrifice by perpetuating the memory 
and history of these dead and continue to assist their surviving spouses and orphans. 
 

Saturday in VFW Life 

VFW Posts, Departments and National seek to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead 
most effectively through public gatherings and events. Visibility in honoring those who served 
this nation with honor and sacrifice brings a renewed sense of bond to those who may have lost 
touch with those they stood side by side in harm’s way. Participating in these events is a great 
way to show your commitment to get involved. 
 

Our efforts to assist surviving spouses and orphaned children is best served when we advocate 
to ensure the benefits their spouses earned are provided by Congress. Congress has a way of 
appearing to look out for our best interest by passing legislation but then failing to fund that 
same legislation. We must continually monitor the actions of those who represent us and hold 
them accountable. Passing new and more legislation is a complete waste of time and resources 
when they fail to implement these benefits. It is seen by many veterans as mere lip service. 
So, what can you do as new members and emerging leaders? Get involved by learning about 
our advocacy and taking an active role in representing those who have no voice.  
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Monday Motivation 

May images of desecrated monuments and memorials serve as your motivation to perpetuate 
the memory and history of our dead and at the same time serve to steel your resolve to not 
permit the desecration of those who served this nation with honor be destroyed nor forgotten 
so long as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is in existence. 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
Tuesday Week Nine of Ten 

This week’s focus is on VFW’s purpose to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the 
United States of America and fidelity to its Constitution and laws: to foster true patriotism. 

Wednesday - Defined 

Maintain is defined to mean keep in an existing state (as of repair, efficiency, or validity): 
preserve from failure or decline. 2: to sustain against opposition or danger. 
 

True Allegiance is defined as fidelity owed by a subject or citizen to a sovereign or government: 
the obligation of an alien to the government under which the alien resides. 
 

Government is defined as a means by which organizational policies are enforced, as well as a 
mechanism for determining policy. 
 

The United States of America commonly known as the United States (U.S. or US) or America, is 
a country primarily located in North America. It consists of 50 states, a federal district, five 
major unincorporated territories, 326 Indian reservations, and some minor possessions.  
 

Fidelity is Faithfulness to obligations, duties, or observances. 
Definition of constitution is basic principles and laws of a nation, state, or social group that 
determine the powers and duties of the government and guarantee certain rights to the people 
in it.  
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Laws are a system of rules created and enforced through social or governmental institutions to 
regulate behavior, 
 

Foster defined is to promote growth or development  
 

True Patriotism or national pride is the feeling of love, devotion, and sense of attachment to a 
homeland or the country and alliance with other citizens who share the same sentiment to 
create a feeling of oneness among the people. 
 

So, how do we incorporate this purpose into our VFW membership? On the surface, it may 
appear to be challenging. As we expound on the meaning of each of the terms cited in the 
purpose, if we focus on the desire to be the difference in our posts, communities, and nation 
there is a proven method insuring successful result.  
 

"Believe In What You Do - Do What You Believe In" is a surefire way to apply the purpose of our 
organization in our VFW membership and daily lives. It will require your Commitment, 
Credibility, and Courage to be the best you can be in all the things you think, say, and do by 
asking yourself.... Is it the Truth? Is it Fair to All Concerned? Will it build Goodwill and Better 
Friendships? and Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?  
 

You will never go wrong by doing the right thing. It's what leaders do. 
 

Thursday - Inspirational quotes and motivational thoughts 

"There can be no divided allegiance here. Any man who says he is an American, but something 
else also, isn't an American at all. We have room for but one flag, the American flag...We have 
room for but one language here, and that is the English language...and we have room for but 
one sole loyalty and that is a loyalty to the American people".  - Theodore Roosevelt 
 

“The strength of the Constitution lies entirely in the determination of each citizen to defend it. 
Only if every single citizen feels duty bound to do his share in this defense are the constitutional 
rights secure.” ― Albert Einstein 
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“There are more instances of the abridgment of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent 
encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.” ― James Madison 
 

"In the beginning of a change the patriot is a scarce man, and brave, and hated and scorned. 
When his cause succeeds, the timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a patriot".  - Mark 
Twain 
 
"True patriotism springs from a belief in the dignity of the individual, freedom and equality not 
only for Americans but for all people on earth, universal brotherhood and good will, and a 
constant and earnest striving toward the principles and ideals on which this country was 
founded” – Eleanor Roosevelt  
 

Friday – Remember Everyone Deployed 

We reflect on the bond of deployment that each of us experienced. No matter the conflict, no 
matter the branch, and no matter the MOS we all served in harm's way.  
 

So today, with our purpose being to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United 
States of America and fidelity to its Constitution and laws: to foster true patriotism, may your 
thoughts turn to remembering those with whom you served.  I recall my first reunion with the 
unit I served with in Vietnam, 1967-1968.  That reunion took place 45 years after the fact. Didn't 
want to attend. My cope was to be a workaholic. I was very good at keeping battle memories at 
bay. But after 9 1 1, I could envision a prolonged and protracted war in the Middle East. The 
victories of Desert Storm and Desert Shield seemed forgotten by those who were not engaged 
in those conflicts. 
  

Our citizens and our Congressional representatives conveniently forget the sacrifices made by 
those who have been called to face the enemy. It took me forty years to come to grips with my 
deployments and another five years to be willing to reconnect with my Comrades. Time was 
frozen. To look in the mirror we were not the same men (boys) from that time.  
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We were now older, but it was as if no time had lapsed. I have stayed in touch with my "battle 
buddies" since then, thanks to our ability to communicate electronically.  It was clear to me as a 
Vietnam Veteran that we had reached the age where we had time on our hands. Time where we 
could not escape the memories and the experiences. Some refer to this as stinkin' thinkin". For 
many, anger, loss of health, loss of jobs, family issues, all sorts of issues we could not control, 
became unbearable. I tried to warn the veteran community the United States had never seen a 
tsunami of veterans in need of care. It was clear our Government was not prepared to provide 
the care and benefits promised and frankly continue to fail us daily.  With the end of our 
engagement in Afghanistan and the withdrawal of US Armed Forces the overburdened 
Veterans Administration system is woefully lacking the resources in facilities, personnel, and 
funding to address the needs of our current conflict veterans not yet enrolled for VA care. 
 

Saturday in our VFW Posts 

Current conflict veterans have the advantage of technology, and you appear to be making the 
most out of your ability to reconnect with comrades. I encourage you to continue to reach out 
and reconnect. Continue to build upon that bond of combat. As members of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars you have learned first-hand you are only able to count on each other. The future is 
yours. Prepare yourselves as you must understand no one from the Government is coming to 
care for those who have borne the battle. Without getting political, I'll just say, I understand it.  
But that does not relieve our nation of keeping the promises made to us. And it is up to us to be 
the voice for the voiceless. We must, as an organization, be innovative in how we deal with 
Congress. We must adapt to changing and challenging technologies to take advantage of them.  
 

Sunday in our families 

Thank you for your service and sacrifices. Thank your family and friends who supported you 
and sacrifices they may have made on your behalf. Those of us who have gone before you have 
a responsibility to prepare you for leadership, that is to meet the responsibilities of assisting the 
surviving spouse and orphans of our dead and to advocate on their behalf in the halls of 
Congress. 
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Motivational Monday 

To make a difference, you must first decide to BE THE DIFFERENCE. Only you can make the 
decision of how you will apply your skills, talents, and resources to insure that, as VFW 
members, we are doing all we can to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United 
States of America and fidelity to its Constitution and laws and to foster true patriotism. 
I do not believe any of us would argue that our Government is functioning as it could and 
should. So how do we maintain "true allegiance to the Government of the United States". It is by 
getting involved.  
 

You are the voice of one. Let's look at how fast this multiplies when we act together to double 
our efforts each day. Now there are two voices, 4 voices tomorrow, followed by eight, then 16, 
then 32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 1,024, 2,048, 4,096, 8,192, 16,384, 32,768, 65,536, 131,072, 262,144, 
524,288, 1,048,576 "voices" in 21 days.  Where does it start? If it's to be it's up to me...and YOU! 
 

VFW posts are where heroes gather, and warriors meet. It is in that environment where we 
determine as a body how we will fulfill the purpose we are reflecting upon. But it is in taking the 
action that we succeed. When it’s all said and done there is more said than done. Let that not be 
the case when we meet the purpose of our organization.  This series is extremely useful for new 
VFW members and emerging leaders. As current leaders it is your responsibility to mentor the 
new member. We are inclusive. Make all feel welcome. They may not remember your name, but 
they will never forget how you made them feel.  
 

The most effective way to do that is to 
"Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 

 

Week Ten of Ten  

The last of the actions to meet the purpose of the VFW is to maintain and extend the institutions 
of American freedom and to preserve and defend the United States from all enemies. 
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Wednesday definition 
 

Maintain is defined to mean keep in an existing state (as of repair, efficiency, or validity: 
preserve from failure or decline. 2: to sustain against opposition or danger. 
 

Extend VERB cause to cover a larger area; make longer or wider 
Institutions NOUN a society or organization founded for a religious, educational, social, or 
similar purpose. 
 

American ADJECTIVE relating to or characteristic of the United States or its inhabitants. 
 

Freedom NOUN the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or 
restraint. 
 

Preserve VERB maintain (something) in its original or existing state. 
 

Defend VERB resist an attack made on (someone or something); protect from harm or danger. 
 

United States of America commonly known as the United States (U.S. or US) or America, is a 
country primarily located in North America. It consists of 50 states, a federal district, five major 
unincorporated territories, 326 Indian reservations, and some minor possessions.  
 

Enemies NOUN a hostile nation or its armed forces or citizens, especially in time of war.: a 
person who is actively opposed or hostile to someone or something. 
 

If we were to use the definitions to state this element of the purpose, it would read, “The 
purpose of the VFW, is to maintain (to mean to keep in an existing state and to sustain against 
opposition or danger) and extend (cause to cover a larger area; make longer or wider preserve 
from failure or decline. to sustain against opposition or danger) the institutions (a society or an 
organization founded for a religious, educational, social, or similar purpose organization) of 
American (relating to or characteristic of the United States or its inhabitants) freedom (the 
power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or restraint)  
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and to preserve (maintain something in its original or existing state) and defend (resist an 
attack made on someone or something; protect from harm or danger) from all enemies (a 
hostile nation or its armed forces or citizens, especially in time of war.: a person who is actively 
opposed or hostile to someone or something) 
 
When you know the meaning of all those words in the purpose then you truly understand the 
purpose of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Section 230102 of our Congressional Charter. The 
Purpose of this Organization shall be fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable and educational; 
to preserve and strengthen Comradeship among its members; to assist worthy comrades; to 
perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist their surviving spouses and 
orphans; to maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States of America, and 
fidelity to its Constitution and laws; to foster true patriotism; to maintain and extend the 
institutions of American freedom; and to preserve and defend the United States from all 
enemies. 

 

“Believe In What You Do – Do What You Believe In” 
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